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Golden Eagles are large predatory birds and raising young takes a large investment of time and energy. Breeding in Southern California starts in
January and the adult eagles continue to feed fledged young and teach them to hunt until late November. These eagles respond to
environmental changes in order to survive and reproduction in Golden Eagles, as in many predators, is regulated by prey species abundance.
Since 1998, Western North America has been in a prolonged drought with occasional wet years. This cycle has affected many species, including
Golden Eagles and their prey, like Jack Rabbits and Ground Squirrels. Golden Eagle adults have persevered but reproduction rates have dropped
to as low as 12% in some regions, such as the Mojave and Sonora Deserts of the American Southwest. Helicopter and ground-based studies
conducted annually and in selected areas in 2003, 2008 and 2010 by the Wildlife Research Institute for the public and private sector have
documented these low reproductive levels. Lowered reproduction, however, is not only the result of drought conditions. Loss of foraging
habitat and disturbance at the nest site by climbers, OHVs, and other recreational activity is also associated with loss of reproduction. We will
review these cycles and population estimates in selected areas of Western North America.
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